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Council Meeting – West Conference Room
The Council Meeting was called to order by Shiloh Blackburn at 9:00 a.m.

Consent agenda
The Consent Agenda, including the Minutes from the July meeting, the Chair Report, the Executive Director Report, the Year-End Progress on 2014 Goals Report, and the Conference Funding Report were sent to Council members October 10, 2014.  Denise Wetzel said Nick Stallings was listed twice in the attendance lists.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda, with the corrections to the minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.

Financial report approved
Debbie Daniels presented the Financial report, outlining fund balances for state and federal funds.  The new state fiscal year started July 1, 2014; the new federal fiscal year started October 1, 2014.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the Financial report.  The motion passed unanimously.

Legislative Slate Explanation – Executive Director Christine Pisani explained each of the presentations are, or will be, issues brought before the Legislature in January.  The Council has three “levels” of prioritizing issues for staff.  These levels allow the staff to know the importance placed by the Council on each issue. 

Christine requested seven volunteers to assist in an ad hoc Legislative committee. The commitment is to check and respond to email two times a day throughout the Legislative session.  Joe Raiden, Jim Baugh, Dave Dekker, Shiloh Blackburn, Colleen Sisk, Tisha Dillon, and Natali Pellens agreed to the commitment.

Proposed Draft Legislation: Licensure for Sign Language Interpreters presented by Steven Snow, Executive Director of the Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  

There are seven task force members working on this issue with the intent to protect Deaf children and adults and provide them with factual information.  Currently there is no licensing or qualification system for interpreters, so anyone can hold themselves out to be an interpreter.  

The Legislation is anticipated to go into effect July 1, 2016 and will include a Board to regulate and enforce the law.

Ballot Marking Device Demonstration by Laurie Lowe and Ian Bott.  Laurie and Ian provided information on voting, including a quiz to help people understand some of the rules around voting.  The Automark Ballot Marking Device was demonstrated and an explanation of how to operate the machine presented.

Team Building Activity led by Tracy Warren was a series of exercises designed to build communication skills and cohesiveness between Council members.

Close the Gap was presented by Jim Baugh. He discussed the benefits of Medicaid Redesign and the numbers of people without insurance coverage of any kind.  Idaho continues to “opt out” of the Medicaid Expansion offered to states under the Affordable Care Act.  Becoming part of Medicaid Expansion would give Idaho more federal dollars to help more people without insurance. Medicaid expansion would significantly assist people with severe and persistent mental health issues. 

Small Group Discussion of Policy Governance Draft Policies – Attendees broke into small groups to discuss the potential policies presented by the Ad Hoc Policy Governance Committee.  Each group was asked to make notes and report to the group as a whole.  The groups felt they need more time to review the policies along with the potential procedures that will be used to describe how the policy will be enacted.  

Optum Managed Care for Children and Adults with Mental Health Diagnosis – Kathie Garrett said problems with the Optum contract surfaced at the beginning of the contract and continue.  While the contract was intended to save money and provide more efficient services, to date that has not happened.  Optum is primarily an insurance company whose job it to pay for services provided to eligible people.  There are many organizations currently working to bring information to the Legislature in an effort to make changes.

Stakeholder Survey – Tracy Warren said the Stakeholder Survey and the Annual Council Survey are both available for completion.  These are anonymous surveys.  The Stakeholder Survey is used to complete the reports to the Federal Government; The Council Survey is used to make the Council meetings more efficient.  
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Raise the Minimum Wage ‐ 
The Council meeting was called to order by Shiloh Blackburn at 9:00 a.m.  

Approval of Legislative Slate – Christine Pisani outlined the process for approving the potential Legislative slate.  Each item will be discussed separately and an all inclusive motion made after discussion.

Sign Language Interpreter Legislation – Priority 2, support
Close the Gap/Medicaid Expansion – Priority 2, support
Optum Managed Care Contract – Priority 1 for children with dual diagnosis, access to services, due process/grievance
Increase the Minimum Wage – Priority 2, support

Council Homework 

Member reports
Teronda – Annual CPI conference is next week
Jenn – Assisted at Mtn. View School
Jill Matthews – She is a resource for the DD community to help with education issues.
Natali – E3 – presented brochure regarding “no screen time”.
Shiloh – attending DAD in Pocatello on November 8th as a presenter. Attended CID strategic planning meeting in October.
Dave – attended SABE with 12 other people.  SALN has conducted interviews for their Coordinator position.
Raul – No Wrong Door grant awarded Christine will participate SILC, Medicaid, 
Jean – has information about the rule changes nationally.  Medicare-Medicaid Coordinated Plan has started and has 25 people with developmental disabilities enrolled.  Intense Review Team is reviewing plans to determine level of support required. 
Rebekah – Wrightslaw training during the summer was exceptional.  
Colleen – excited about DAD. New SALN chapter in North Idaho.
Denise – Spoke to Hollingshead who will join the InEd Task Force.  Has prepared a presentation based on the info she learned from the conference she attended in Syracuse, NY during the summer.  Has started a blog with her son based on the conference as well.
Laurie – Went to SABE.  A person from Guam was scheduled to speak, but was offered a job and felt it more important to accept the job. He prepared a DVD of his presentation, so was at SABE in spirit.

Shiloh reminded the members to complete and submit the Meeting Evaluation form.  The next meeting is January 29-30, 2015 which is when the Legislative visits will take place.   

