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Thursday, April 24, 2014
Kathie Snow Presentation - Disability is Natural - West Conference Room	
Kathie Snow presented “Disability is Natural.”  Ms. Snow said there is no reason to segregate people with a disability; first and foremost they are people.  Children with disabilities should be exposed to adults with disabilities, forming a network for assistance and learning.  People with disabilities do not wish to be “cured” they wish to be treated like everyone else, have the same opportunities as others, and live real lives.

Even though attention has been focused on developmental disabilities for years, things have really not changed.   Parents are still taught there is something “wrong” with their children with disabilities, therapies are prescribed, and people are segregated in all segments of life.  Educating all people on the realities will help move the system forward.
		

		
	  		



	
	
Friday, April 25, 2014											
Full Council Meeting ‐ West Conference Room
The Council meeting was called to order by Denise Wetzel at 8:35.  Members were invited to discuss their take-away thoughts from the presentation Thursday by Kathie Snow.  		
Consent Agenda 
The Consent Agenda including the Minutes from January Meeting, the Chair Report, and the Director Report were sent to Council Members April 14, 2014.  Natali Pellens stated she was credited with comments on page 9 that should be credited to Rebekah Casey.  With that correction, a motion was made by David Dekker and seconded by Joe Raiden to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was passed unanimously.  
Financial Report
Debbie Daniels presented the Financial Report, outlining fund balances for state and federal funds.  Jim Baugh asked if the balance of $4,749 in the Federal Grant from 2012 is obligated.  Ms.  Daniels said budgetary provisions were not made for Marilyn Sword’s retirement vacation payoff, which caused an $11,000 shortfall in the Council’s personnel budget.  Health and Welfare “loaned” the Council the money; the remaining $4,749 will be returned to Health and Welfare to re-pay that loan.

Committee Reports
Tracy Warren gave the Membership Committee report detailing the open positions on the Council.   She said there were not enough people on a phone meeting to discuss the candidates for the two open positions.  As a result the committee will meet in the Council office during the lunch break to discuss the applicants.
Debra Parsons reported the Governance Committee held a conference call on March 20, 2014.  The Committee approved reimbursement for attendance at Wrightslaw-Special Education Law & Advocacy Conference for three people and two people to attend the Juvenile Batten Disease Support and Research Annual Family Conference.   Council Intern Todd Czaplicki was introduced to the Committee.
Christine Pisani reported on the activities of the Public Policy Committee by saying Denise Wetzel, Shiloh Blackburn, and herself attended the Disability Policy Seminar at the end of March in Washington.  They were able to discuss four very important pieces of potential legislation with three of Idaho’s Congressional delegation.
Debra Parsons moved and Louis Garcia seconded to approve the Committee reports as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Jim Baugh detailed the status of a lawsuit working its way through the court system concerning the 2011 cuts in Medicaid budgets.  There is an injunction prohibiting Health and Welfare from making any changes to any budgets until the results of the upcoming trial.  The 
injunction states anyone who had a budget cut can request their budget be restored to the 2011 level.   Budgets and plans can be re-written Idaho Council on Developmental Disabilities to include the new budget amounts.  If someone lost a service because of the budget cuts, they can submit an addendum requesting the service be restored. 

Even though the lawsuit has not been decided, an appeal has been filed in the 9th Circuit Court.  Several organizations have been asked if they will file an “amicus brief” to the Court detailing what the relationships between services and budgets are.  If the Council agrees with the position in the brief it may agree to be a party to the brief.  

Election of Council Chair
Christine Pisani thanked Denise Wetzel for her service as Council Chair.   Tracy Warren announced she has received three nominations for Shiloh Blackburn to be appointed as Council Chair.  Joe Raiden and Denise Wetzel made brief statements about why they are supporting Shiloh for Council Chair.  Shiloh gave a statement about why she wants to serve as Chair for her last year on the Council.  Shiloh Blackburn was unanimously approved as the Council’s nominee for Chair.  The nomination will now proceed to the Governor’s office.
Membership Committee
The Membership Committee met during the lunch break to discuss the four applications that were received to fill two empty “person with a disability” positions and five current member re-applications for terms that are expiring. After discussion the Committee agreed on the recommendations that will be made to the Governor’s office.  The Governor makes the final selection for Council appointments.  The Governor also appoints the Council Chair.  A decision is expected to be made before the July Council meeting.
Employment Presentation
Tracy Warren described the Council’s Employment First Initiative.  She presented two flow charts detailing how the system currently works to help people get jobs.  Employment first is a nationwide initiative that looks at the person’s employment goals first when developing plans.  Data will be collected around where people are working, benefits, wages, number of hours working, and if their Social Security benefits have changed.  There are four areas: Awareness, Training, Systems/Policy, and Community Capacity that contribute to the overall goal.  Everyone broke into small groups to discuss their thoughts on priorities on each of the four areas.  Each group reported on their results
Policy Governance Discussion
Denise Wetzel outlined how Policy Governance works by saying the Committees will no longer be “standing”, but rather all discussions will be held by the full Council.  Committees would be appointed as ad hoc committees as the need arises.  During the discussion it was clear the Council supports a governance policy structure.  A motion was made by Debra Parsons to adopt a governance policy structure, seconded by Rebekah Casey.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Member Reports
Natali Pellens was chosen to represent the Council on the Early Childhood Coordinating Council, known as the EC3.
Shiloh Blackburn reported on her experience meeting the Congressional delegation in Washington D.C. 
Jim Baugh said Medicaid expansion did not get a hearing during this legislative session, but DRI will continue work through the summer on the issue.  DRI is getting ballot marking devices that will help people vote independently and privately.

Jean Christiansen reported on SHIP which is an expansion on the Medical home model.  
Debra Parsons said the first employee from Voc Rehab arrived last week without a job coach.
Colleen Sisk said the Autism Walk had 1000 participants.  She is attending a local meeting as a representative of the Council.
Denise Wetzel reported on the Wretches and Jabberers event held in Moscow.
Dave Dekker said scholarships are available from SALN to attend the National Conference.
Council Meeting Evaluation
Denise Wetzel reminded members to complete and turn in their evaluation forms.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
