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Be a leader in Your Community ● Dream Big ● Be Empowered


What Is Idaho Partners in Policymaking?

Idaho Partners in Policymaking is an innovative leadership development program for adults with developmental disabilities and parents of children with disabilities.  Partners receive information, training, resources, and skill building so they may have the best possible life experiences for themselves and for their children.

Who Should Apply?

The Council is seeking twenty-five highly motivated and enthusiastic adults with developmental disabilities and parents of children with developmental disabilities to participate in the 2015 class of Idaho Partners in Policymaking. Preference will be given, but not limited to:
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· Adults with developmental disabilities

· Parents of young children (ages birth to 10yrs) who have developmental disabilities




As a Partners Graduate, You will be able to:

· Describe the history of services and perceptions of people with developmental disabilities.
· Describe the contributions of the parent, self-advocate, and independent living movements.
· Outline strategies to achieve inclusion and quality education.
· Understand person-centered planning and supports necessary to achieve community inclusion.
· Understand how to create positive supports for people with disabilities.
· Identify strategies and develop skills for beginning and sustaining grass roots level organizing.
· Outline strategies used to support people with disabilities in their own homes throughout their lives.
· Understand the concepts of supported, competitive, and self employment.
· Describe how a bill becomes a law at the state and federal levels.
· Draft and deliver testimony for legislative hearings.
· Demonstrate how to meet a public official and express views and concerns.
· Organize local community events that are accessible for all participants. 

If selected, what is expected of me?

   Commit to attend all eight two-day sessions (mandatory) 

· Complete all homework assignments between sessions 
(Assistance can be provided).

Partners’ graduates agree that making this commitment is well worth the life changing results. If selected for the program, the Idaho Council on Developmental Disabilities will pay for lodging, meals, travel, and support if needed. You will be roomed with another class member. 


“...Partners changed my life!!  I feel I found my voice in Partners: I was shy and very afraid to speak in front of people.  By the end of Partners, I had testified in a hearing at the Capitol building!...It taught me the tools needed to be an effective Self Advocate! And I met some lifelong friends!”
Partners Graduate,
Joe Raiden



Program Dates*

2015 Dates
September 18- 19, 2015
October 9-10, 2015
November 13-14, 2015
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January 8 – 9, 2016
February 9 – 10, 2016
March 11 – 12, 2016
April 8 -9, 2016Joe Raiden and his sons with
Senator Les Bock


May 13-14, 2016
*All Sessions will be the second weekend of the month, with the exception of Session 1, which is the third weekend and Session 5 which will begin at 12 pm on Tuesday and end at 5 pm on Wednesday.
Individuals selected to participate in the 2015 Idaho Partners in Policymaking® program will be notified by July 31, 2015. For more information please contact:

Christine Jarski
Idaho Council on Developmental Disabilities
700 W. State St., Suite 119
Boise, ID 83702-5868
Christine.jarski@icdd.idaho.gov
Phone:  208-334-2178
Fax:  208-334-3417
Toll Free:  1-800-544-2433

or contact us through our website at:  http://www.icdd.idaho.gov 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications must be RECEIVED by 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 to be considered.


To view the national Partners in Policymaking curriculum which is the model used for the Idaho Partners in Policymaking program please go to: http://www.partnersinpolicymaking.com/
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